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The old view of the Empire as a profitable monopoly for native
traders was outmoded, since it was a canon of free trade that
a monopoly defeated its own ends. Even the preferential treat-
ment of Empire producers, granted by Huskisson in 1823 i& the
course of a general reduction of tariffs to obtain reciprocal
concessions in foreign iparkets, had since been discarded without
regard to the interests of colonial traders. For the Benthamites
held that the latter, like every one else in the utilitarian paradise,
were best left to look after themselves.

This view of Colonial possessions accorded with that held in
official circles. "I sujppose I must take the thing myself,M
Palmerston remarked when he had some difficulty in filling the
Colonial Office. "Come upstairs with me, Helps, when the
Council is over. We will look at the maps, and you shall show
me where these places are."1 Gladstone's opinion was that the
Empire was too heavy a burden to be borne. Even Disraeli at
one moment of his career so far fell into the fashion of the day
as to refer to the Colonies as millstones. They were an expense
to the taxpayer, and, with their tiresome local politics, a con-
stant source of annoyance to the official mind. For the exporter,
their under-inhabited markets were valueless compared with
those of Europe, South America and the United States. Nor
were they of any use to the politician. For the colonists had no
votes at home. They even objected to the use of their chief
official and magisterial appointments for uses of domestic
patronage. The general view of the upper classes was that the
colonists were rough and uneducated provincials unfit for re-
fined company.2

All that the rulers of England were prepared to do for
them was to give them their freedom.. After the painful
lesson'of the American War of Independence no obstacle was
placed in the way of their political development. They were
given such constitutions as they desired and quietly encouraged
to go their own way. Whenever opportunity arose they were
reminded in frigid official language that the time of parting
was at liand. "Colonies," Turgot had Written, "are like fruits

1 Communicated to J. A. Froude by Sir Arthur Helps, Oceana n.

1" Scene: Five o'clock tea. Lady (to relative from Australia): * Will you take any
refresnment, Cousin George? *

George: * Thanks, Bella. Don't mind if I do. Give us a handful o' tea and a billy
o* water, and Til boil it while you make me a damper.'"
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